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Fulton County Superior Court Judge and GABWA Past President Kimberly Esmond Adams (far
left) swears-in the 2014 officers (from left) Tracee R. Benzo, Adwoa Seymour, Janet C. Scott,
Brenda Raspberry, Tori Silas, Tammra Mitchell Credit, Mary-Anne Uzoka, Cherri L. Shelton,
Liz Broadway Brown, Rita Treadwell, Aleta McLaurin and Jana Edmonson-Cooper during the
organization’s annual installation ceremony on January 16 at John Marshall Law School.

Hasner Law’s Benzo installed
as GABWA’s 33rd President
By Liz Broadway Brown
The 2014 officers and committee
leaders for the Georgia Association of
Black Women Attorneys were officially
installed on Thursday, January 16,
2014, in the organization’s annual installation ceremony, held this year at
the Blackburn Conference Center of
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School.
Who is Tracee Benzo?

attended Clemson University, earning a
bachelor of arts degree in legal studies
and speech and communications in
2001.
Following undergraduate school,
Benzo obtained her paralegal certification from DeKalb Technical College and
worked as a litigation paralegal. In fact,
Benzo was her partner, Stephen Hasner’s first paralegal. Benzo went on to
attend law school at Atlanta’s John
Marshall Law School, graduating with
distinction in 2008. While attending
law school, Benzo served as president of
the Black Law Students’ Association
and was a member of the mock trial
and moot court teams. Benzo was also
a member of the John Marshall Law
Journal, serving as its Legislative Review Editor.
Benzo is a previous GABWA Scholar, Gate City Bar Scholar, DeKalb Lawyers Scholar and a recipient of the
Leadership Institute for Women of Color Scholarship.

Tracee R. Benzo, a partner at Hasner Law, LLC, was installed as GABWA’s 33rd president, vowing to passionately lead the organization with a
focus on its membership and mission.
She also officially announced the theme
for 2014: “Honoring Our Past . . . Envisioning Our Future.”
A native of Aiken, S.C., Benzo was
the first in her family to attend college.
Her parents taught her at an early age
that your past does not dictate your
future; it only determines where you
begin in your journey.
Read a special message from President
After finishing high school, Benzo Benzo— Page 2
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A Special Message From President Tracee R. Benzo
It is more than an honor and distinct pleasure to greet you as the 2014
president of The Georgia Association of
Black Women Attorneys. But, let me be
clear. This year is not about me. This is
about us. GABWA has been blessed to
grow to more than 650 members strong
across the state of Georgia. We have
chapters in Atlanta, Augusta, Columbus, Macon, Savannah and Albany.

speed. It is our mission to guarantee that
more black women ascend to the bench. We
need women of color engaged in politics
and minority women in leadership roles. It
is imperative that our voices are heard. It is
necessary that we have a seat at the table.
We must be a part of the conversation. Our
membership is diverse and well qualified.
We must support each other and go out and
share the good news of GABWA.

We are stronger together.

We are stronger together.

This year we will focus on
“Honoring Our Past…Envisioning Our
Future.” In order for us to move forward we must know and
learn from our past. Knowing our past enables us to have a
clear vision for our future. With clear vision, we will shine
brighter than the brightest beacon on top of a hill because we
know (1) who we are, (2) where we have been and (3) where we
are going. In 2014 we will continue to fulfill GABWA’s mission of nurturing, supporting and galvanizing the power of
black women attorneys, advocating for women and children
and empowering our communities.

GABWA: What would you do if you
weren’t afraid? Would your run for a judgeship and not passively sit by and hope for an appointment?
Would you decide to seek an elected office in order to effect
social change? Would you commit to partnership track at your
firm knowing that it is possible to do so and be a wife and
mother? GABWA, it time for us to have this conversation.
Please let me know how I may be of service to you. This is the
magic of GABWA. She allows us to dream BIG!
3. We will empower our communities.
This year GABWA will partner with Families First, a nonprofit organization that strives to “ensure the success of children in jeopardy by empowering families.” Please visit
www.familiesfirst.org to learn more about our sister organization and contact our community service chair Tawanna Morgan at tmorgan@davisbozeman.com to get involved.

1. We will nurture, support and galvanize the power of black
women attorneys.
We will use technology to bridge the gap to our regions
and beyond. This month, we will unveil a new interactive website that features a media center, legislative updates, webinar
capabilities, video messaging and an online directory.

The Sankofa bird at the bottom of the front page of this
newsletter represents the idea of looking back in order to move
forward. The jewel in the bird’s mouth symbolizes the wisdom
that the elders pass on to the future. This symbol is most fitting for our focus this year of honoring GABWA’s past while
envisioning GABWA’s future. This year, through the Herstory
Project, we will complete a documentary on the history of
GABWA. We will record our history so that those behind us
will be able to honor their past while moving forward.

Additionally, it has come to our attention that an alarming number of first-generation minority lawyers are being
disbarred. I am a first-generation college graduate. I know
how it feels to not have all of the answers. I know how it feels
to be the first. But your present circumstances do not determine where you can go, they merely determine where you
start. No woman or man is an island. We need each other.
We are stronger together.

Please join us in our efforts. We need your time and talents to move our great organization forward. We are all stronger together. Please let me know how you would like to be involved in 2014.

GABWA is in the business of solutions. We will work
closely with the State Bar of Georgia to provide resources for
solo/small firm owners. We will host a Solo/Small Firm Symposium in September to make sure our members have the
tools and resources to succeed in the practice of law.

I look forward to being of service to you.

2. We will advocate for women and children.

Stronger Together,

If you support women and children then you are a friend
of GABWA. Please join us in our efforts this year. We need
your support.

Tracee R. Benzo

Our political action committee is up and running at full

benzogabwa@gmail.com

GABWA President
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2014 INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS & LEADERSHIP

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF JAREK JAMES/JAMAGINATION PHOTOGRAPHY

Above: GABWA’s 2014 officers (from left) Tracee R. Benzo (President), Adwoa Seymour (President Elect), Janet C. Scott (Vice
President), Brenda Raspberry (Member at Large), Tori Silas (Member at Large), Tammra Mitchell Credit (Treasurer), MaryAnne Uzoka (Student Member at Large), Cherri L. Shelton (Secretary), Liz Broadway Brown (Assistant Secretary), Rita Treadwell (Parliamentarian), Aleta McLaurin (Historian) and Jana Edmonson-Cooper (Vice President –Macon) take the stage during
the annual installation ceremony on January 16 at John Marshall Law School’s Blackburn Conference Center.
Far left: Immediate Past
President
Jacqueline
Bunn speaks during the
installation.
Immediate left: Fulton
County Superior Court
Judge Kimberly Esmond
Adams and President
Tracee R. Benzo embrace
while President Elect
Adwoa Seymour looks
on.

Left: Suzy Ockleberry and Jana Edmonson-Cooper chat before the start
of the program.
Below: Judge Adams administers the oath to committee chairs and cochairs, from left, Tawanna Morgan, Hoganne Harrison-Walton, Charlotte Redo, Kristy Offitt, Shiriki Cavitt, Sharee Tumbling, Simone Hylton,
Danielle Allison, Terrica Redfield Ganzy and Shondeana Morris.

Meet the Leadership:
GABWA’s 2014 Officers
Tracee Benzo
President

Adwoa Seymour
President Elect

Janet Scott
Vice President

Alfreda Sheppard
Vice President, Albany

Jana Edmonson-Cooper
Vice President, Macon

Denise Cooper
Vice President, Savannah

Cherri Shelton
Secretary

Liz Broadway Brown
Assistant Secretary

Rita Treadwell
Parliamentarian

Aleta McLaurin
Historian

Brenda Raspberry
Member-at-Large

Tori Silas
Member-at-Large

Mary-Anne Uzoka
Student Member-at Large

Jacqueline Bunn
Immediate Past President
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Amanda Heath
Vice President, Augusta

Katonga Wright
Vice President, Columbus

Stacee Burton White
Vice President,
Technology

Tammra Mitchell Credit
Treasurer

Community Service
Tawanna Morgan
Hoganne Harrison Walton
Charlotte J. Redo

Legally Speaking
Sonya N. Brown
Kenya Johnson

Meet the Leadership:
2014 Committee Chairs

Fundraising
Shiriki Cavitt
Sharee Tumbling
Kristy Offitt
Inter-Bar Relations
Simone Hylton
Danielle Allison
Judicial Review
Vanessa Hickey-Gales
Shondeana Morris
Legal Education
Wendy Jerkins
Teri Fields
Membership
Mystical Studaway
Royce Bluitt

Detriss Thomas

Sections
Deidre Stokes Merriman
Vera L. June

Newsletter
Liz Broadway Brown
Morgan Clemons

Publicity
Nneka Egwuatu
Brianna E. Williams

Political Action
Suzy Ockleberry
Julie M.T. Walker

Awards/ Sponsorships
Shatorre Bates
Jade Logan

Student Programs
Mecca Anderson
April Robinson

Woman-to Woman Initiative
Divida Gude
Candace Rogers

Gala
Ashley Palmer
Terrica Redfield Ganzy
Morgan Clemons

Judicial & Public Office Academy
Jadawnya C. Butler
Kedra Gotel

—UPCOMING EVENTS—
February 1
Black Law Students Mock Interview/Resume Writing Workshop
Where: King & Spalding, 1180 Peachtree
Street NE, Atlanta GA 30309
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
February 3
Gala/Auction Committee Meeting
Where: Sutherland, 999 Peachtree
Street, Atlanta GA 30309
Time: 6:30 p.m.
February 8
Executive Board Retreat & Meeting
By invitation only.
February 13
Joint Membership Mixer with Gate
City Bar Association

Time: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
February 13-16

February 22
Book Club: "Lean In"

Giving the Gift of Alvin Ailey
On February 13, GABWA's Community
Service Committee will take
young ladies residing at Families First to
an Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
performance. Please join GABWA and
AfriSalsa in giving the gift of Alvin Ailey.
Bring a young lady that you know to the
Fox Theater to see a performance, February 13-16, and upon arrival, be sure to tweet
or post "I have given the gift of Alvin Ailey. Have you? #AlvinAiley."
February 20

For more information, e-mail Shannon
at sjoy0705@yahoo.com.
"The Conversion on Justice- Diversity on the Bench II"
Where: New Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church, 4388 Robinson Road in Macon
Time: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
February 23
GABWA Leadership Brunch with
Chief Judge Gail Tusan
By invitation only.

General Body Meeting "GABWA:
Herstory"
Where: Spelman College, Cosby Auditorium
Time: 6 p.m.

February 25
15th Annual Justice Robert Benham Awards for Community Service
Where: State Bar of Georgia

Where: Cafe Circa, 464 Edgewood Avenue SE, Atlanta GA 30312

Time: T.B.A.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Attorney Fairell balances marriage,
motherhood, managing her own firm
This month we put the spotlight on GABWA member Joi
Reed Fairell:

Q: How do you juggle managing your own law firm with
being a good wife and mother?

A graduate of the University of
Georgia School of Law and Georgia Southern University, Ms.
Fairell is managing partner of her
own law firm, The Fairell Firm,
which focuses on servicing clients
in all areas of family law.
In
addition to being a GABWA
member, Ms. Fairell also serves
on the executive board of the DeKalb
Lawyers Association, the Board of
Directors for Atlanta Women for
Equality, is a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, and
serves as a mock trial coach in Gwinnett County. Ms. Fairell resides in
Conyers with her husband, Raphael,
and nine-month-old daughter, Parker.

A: Time management is key. My
day starts before 5 a.m. every day. I
have to use working hours to strictly
work and home hours to focus on
home life. I no longer check emails
and work at home; that time is dedicated to my husband and daughter.
Q: What would be your advice
to someone who aspires to start
their own law firm?
A: Have a lot of faith, be willing to take
risks, invest as much as you can into
yourself and your practice and understand that you can’t compare apples to
oranges…meaning don’t compare yourself to firms who have been in business
over 20 years. Everyone had to start
somewhere…just decide to take the first step and go after
your dream with everything you have!

We caught up with Ms. Fairell recently and talked
with her about what makes her happy, how she manages
to achieve a work-life balance and advice she has for other women looking to take a leap of faith and start their
own practice.

Q: What makes you happy?
A: Being with family and friends, living my dream each
day and making money.

Q: Why did you decide to start your own firm?

Q: What motivates you to get up each morning
and do what you do?

A: When I went into prayer about living out my purpose
and passion I felt led by the spirit to leave my former
employment and start my own firm. I wanted to have
control over the level of service that clients received and
control over doing whatever was necessary to impact the
lives of clients.

A: My daughter is my inspiration to get up and do what I
do. I want to be a role model for her so that she knows
that it is okay for women to work-hard, be successful, be
innovative, change lives AND have a happy family life.
Q: What was the most valuable lesson you
learned from your parents?

Q: What is the most challenging thing about
your practice?

A: Jesus and hard work can get you anywhere that you
are trying to go.

A: The emotional connections to difficult cases. It is never easy separating families.

Q: What is one thing that most people would not
know about you?

Q: What is the most rewarding thing about your
practice?

A: That I am a tomboy…who just happens to wear
makeup and dresses.

A: Getting a hug or flowers from clients after we have
fought a long battle and hearing them say “thank you.”

Q: Describe yourself in one word.

Q: If you weren’t practicing law, what would
you being doing?

Bold.

A: Working for the FBI.

-Liz Broadway Brown
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“A DAY ON, NOT A DAY OFF”
GABWA Members Participate in Service Projects Honoring the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Above: Charlotte Redo (left) and Montoya
Ho-Sang pause for a photo at the Carrie
Steele Pitts Home (CSPH). Right: CSPH
After School Program Facilitator Ms. Clem
and GABWA members Allegra LawrenceHardy and Yesenia Muhammad serve
breakfast at the CSPH.
Below: Katonga Wright (bottom right)
leads volunteers in the “#hashtag lunch
bag” service project in Columbus. Volunteers prepared bag lunches with positive
messages to be delivered to the less fortunate in the community.

Above, Left: Allegra Lawrence-Hardy and Tim Hardy take a break from preparing breakfast in the Carrie Steele
Pitts Home (CSPH) kitchen. Above, Right (From Left): Charlotte Redo, CSPH After School Program Facilitator
Ms. Clem, CSPH Social Worker Eloise Mitchell, Tracee Benzo, Adwoa Seymour and Tawanna Morgan are all
smiles during the service project at the CSPH in Atlanta.

Left: Jana J. Edmondson-Cooper (center) presents Dee Simms (left) of Crisis Line & Safe
House and Jaime Bormann of the Central Georgia Family Violence Council with toiletries
collected and donated by GABWA’s Macon Chapter. Above: GABWA members, family
and friends take part in a volunteer service project at the Mary Hall Freedom House in
Atlanta.
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You Go, Girl!

“Honorable Mentions”








Cheryl Richardson was appointed as
an associate judge for the Marietta Municipal Court, becoming the city’s first
black female judge.
Angela Z. Brown and LaTisha Dear
were appointed as full-time Traffic
Court Judges in the DeKalb County
Recorders Court.
GABWA Past President Avarita Hanson was honored during the High Tea
with High Heels event sponsored by the
Trumpet Awards Foundation on January 23, 2014, at the Marriott Marquis
Hotel in Atlanta.
Kenya Johnson and JaDawnya
Butler are featured in the 15th anniversary edition of Who’s Who in Black Atlanta.



Judge Barbara Harris will receive
the 2014 Pinnacle Leadership Award for
her professional achievement and dedication to the community on February 8.



Jamila Hall McKnight was named a
partner at Jones Day, becoming the first
black female partner in the firm’s Atlanta office.



Reshea Balams, L’Erin Barnes,
Alexandra Barnett,
Terri Benton, Janene Browder,
Morgan Clemons, Elicia Hargrove,
ShaMiracle Johnson, Je’Nita
Lane, Candice McKinley and Tiffany Simmons were selected to participate in the State Bar of Georgia’s 2014
Young Lawyers Division Leadership
Academy.

Do you know someone who deserves an
“Honorable Mention”? Send an e-mail to gabwanewsletter@gmail.com.

You are cordially invited to attend
the
February Black History Month: General Body Meeting

“GABWA: HERSTORY – the Road to the Bench
and a Legacy of Service”
Panelists:
Judge Barbara Harris, City of Atlanta, Municipal Court,
GABWA Founder
Judge Bensonetta Tipton Lane, Fulton County Superior Court,
GABWA Founder
Chief Judge Gail Tusan, Fulton County Superior Court, GABWA Founding Member and Past President
The Honorable Julie M.T. Walker, Esq., Julie M.T. Walker, P.C.,
GABWA Founding Member and Past President
Moderated by:
JaDawnya C. Butler, Esq., Fulton County District Attorney’s
Office, Spelman College c/o 2001, GABWA Past President
DATE:
Thursday, February 20, 2014
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Reception to follow
LOCATION:
Spelman College, Cosby Auditorium and Lobby
350 Spelman Lane
Atlanta, Georgia 30314

SPONSORED BY:
Bey & Associates, LLC

Please RSVP by Monday, February 17, 2014 to rsvp@gabwa.org.

Practice Pointers

GABWA:
The Georgia Association of Black
Women Attorneys (“GABWA”) was
founded in 1981 by a group of
African American women who
sought to form a voluntary bar
organization that would (1) focus
on women and children’s issues,
(2) increase black female representation in the judiciary and in
public offices, and (3) take a proactive stance on political issues.
Today, GABWA has an active
membership of women and men
who strive each day to fulfill the
organization’s mission: to nurture,
support and galvanize the power
of Black women attorneys, advocate for women and children and
empower our communities.
GABWA is open to all persons,
regardless of race or sex.

Become a member today!
www.gabwa.org/dues.php

GABWA:
P.O. Box 4381
Atlanta, GA 30302
GABWA Foundation:
P.O. Box 7381
Atlanta, GA 30309
Phone: 678-825-5675
E-mail: contact@gabwa.org
GABWA Newsletter Chair:
Liz Broadway Brown
gabwanewsletter@gmail.com

10 TIPS FOR NEW LAWYERS
1. Expand Your Network
— Purposefully connect with
experienced lawyers and other
professionals and you will never feel alone. As
the saying goes, “your network determines
your net worth.” Believe that.
2. Be a “Value Add” - Whether you are a
public attorney, law firm associate or solo
practitioner, prove to those you work with and
for that they are in a better position because
you are on their team.
3. Meet or Beat Deadlines — Set realistic
goals and prepare for the unexpected. Clients
and supervisors do not want to hear your
excuses, they just want to see you get the job
done.
4. Be Engaged & Take Notes - Whether it
is at a client or team meeting, people want to
believe that you value what they are saying,
understand the collective goal, and are a team
player.

5. Clean Up Your Online Image — Potential clients, colleagues and employers will
“Google” you. Does your online presence
portray a professional image?
6. Be Responsive - Clients and supervisors
expect you to return their calls and e-mails
promptly. And you should.
7. Learn From Your Mistakes— Accept
that everyone makes mistakes, but vow to
learn from yours and to never make the same
mistake twice.
8. Get a Life — Don’t let the practice of law
consume you. Find an outlet or hobby that
you enjoy.
9. Keep in Touch—Don’t discount your
peers. They can and will likely be a great resource for you now and in the future.
10. Dream Big—Remember that with vision
comes provision. Don’t limit yourself.
—Compiled by Liz Broadway Brown
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